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CONFERENCE AT A GLANCE

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 12

9:00 a.m.  – 3:30 p.m. 		 Golf Tournament at Donald Ross Course, French Lick Resort  
			   (Shotgun start at 10:00 a.m.), Sponsored by Duke Energy

9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 	 Clay Pigeon Shooting at Sporting Clay’s Range at the West Baden Stables, 
			   Sponsored by JM Test Systems

9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 	 Horseback Riding at The Stables, French Lick Resort,
			   Sponsored by Indiana Michigan Power

11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.		  Lunch available for golfers at Hagen’s Club House restaurant

12:00 p.m.			   Lunch for Clay Pigeon Shooting and Horseback Riding attendees 
			   at West Baden

1:30 – 4:00 p.m.			   Exhibitor Registration and Setup — Hoosier Business Center & Expo Hall

2:00 – 2:30 p.m.			   Scholarship Orientation — Windsor C

2:00 – 7:30 p.m.			   General Conference Registration — Hoosier Business Center

5:00 – 8:00 p.m.			   Welcome Reception, Sponsored by USIC — Expo Hall

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 13 

7:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.		  Continued Conference Registration — Hoosier Business Center

7:30 – 8:30 a.m.			   Opening Breakfast, Sponsored by Citizens Energy Group    
			    — Hoosier Ballroom

8:30 – 9:45 a.m.			   Welcome and Keynote Speaker, Captain Charlie Plumb,
			   Sponsored by Verizon — Hoosier Ballroom

9:30 a.m. – 6:30 p.m.		  Exhibit Hall Open — Expo Hall

10:10 – 11:00 a.m.			   SESSION BLOCK 1 — Windsor/Clifton

11:10 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.		  SESSION BLOCK 2 — Windsor/Clifton

12:00 – 1:00 p.m.			   Lunch, Sponsored by Miller Pipeline – Hoosier Ballroom

12:30 – 1:45 p.m.			   Featured Speaker, Eric Giguere, Sponsored by CenterPoint Energy
			    — Hoosier Ballroom

2:10 – 3:00 p.m.			   SESSION BLOCK 3 — Windsor 

3:10 – 4:00 p.m.			   SESSION BLOCK 4 — Windsor 

4:30 – 6:00 p.m.			   Door Prize Reception, Sponsored by BOSS811 and 
			   Sponsor Recognition, Sponsored by Indiana 811 — Expo Hall

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER  14

8:00 – 11:00 a.m.			   Continued Conference Registration — Hoosier Business Center

8:00 – 8:50 a.m.			   Breakfast — Hoosier Ballroom

9:00 – 9:50 a.m.			   SESSION BLOCK 5 — Windsor

10:10 – 11:00 a.m.			   SESSION BLOCK 6, All-Conference Session — Hoosier Ballroom

REGISTRATION NOTES

Registration Hours
Tuesday, 2 – 7:30 p.m.; Wednesday, 7 a.m. – 5 p.m.; and Thursday, 8 – 11 a.m.

Exhibitor Registration and Setup	 Exhibitor Breakdown Hours
Tuesday, 1:30 – 4 p.m.			   Wednesday, 6:00 – 6:30 p.m.

SAVE THE DATE!

2025 MWDPTC 
NOVEMBER 11–13
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TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 12 
*9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.	 Golf Tournament at Donald Ross Course, French Lick Resort
			   (Shotgun start at 10:00 a.m.), Sponsored by Duke Energy

*9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.	 Clay Pigeon Shooting at Sporting Clay’s Range at the 
			   West Baden Stables, Sponsored by JM Test Systems  

*9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.	 Horseback Riding at The Stables, French Lick Resort, 
			   Sponsored by Indiana Michigan Power
 
11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.	 Lunch available for golfers at Hagen’s Club House restaurant 

12:00 p.m.		  Lunch for Clay Pigeon Shooting and Horseback Riding 
			   attendees at West Baden 

1:30 – 4:00 p.m.		 Exhibitor Registration and Setup
Hoosier Business  
Center & Expo Hall		  	

2:00 – 2:30 p.m.	 Scholarship Orientation
Windsor C		
 
2:00 – 7:30 p.m.		 General Conference Registration
Hoosier Business  
Center

5:00 – 8:00 p.m.	 Welcome Reception, Sponsored by USIC
Expo Hall	

*Exclusively for pre-registered attendees

SAVE THE DATE!

2025 MWDPTC 
NOVEMBER 11–13
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WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 13

7:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 	 Continued Conference Registration
Hoosier Business 
Center 

7:30 – 8:30 a.m. 	 Opening Breakfast, Sponsored by Citizens Energy Group 
Hoosier Ballroom

8:30 – 9:45 a.m.		 Welcome and Keynote Speaker, Captain Charlie Plumb,
Hoosier Ballroom	 	 Sponsored by Verizon

Captain Charlie Plumb, a highly decorated U.S. Navy veteran, former prisoner of 
war and highly sought-after international speaker, will kick off the 2024 Midwest 
Damage Prevention Training Conference (MWDPTC) with his keynote speech. 
Captain Plumb’s story is one of profound resilience and leadership. 

Captain Plumb’s military career is marked by extraordinary bravery and 
endurance. During the Vietnam War, on his 75th combat mission, his F-4 
Phantom jet was shot down over enemy territory. He was captured and 
imprisoned in a small, 8-by-8-foot cell, where he endured six years of torture 
and isolation as a prisoner of war.

Throughout this harrowing ordeal, Captain Plumb faced unimaginable challenges 
but emerged with a deep understanding of the human spirit, the power of 
perseverance, and the importance of leadership in the face of adversity.

Now, as a speaker, Captain Plumb has shared his hard-earned insights with 
more than 5,000 audiences worldwide. His keynote is not just a recounting of 
his experiences, but a compelling exploration of the choices that define us in 
the most difficult circumstances. Attendees will gain invaluable perspectives on 
overcoming obstacles, fostering teamwork and leading with integrity—principles 
that are directly applicable to both personal and professional atmospheres.

9:30 a.m. – 6:30 p.m.	 Exhibit Hall Open
Expo Hall		

10:10 – 11:00 a.m.	 Session Block 1 — All Sessions Sponsored by Citizens Energy Group

			   Safety Pre-Jobs for Natural Gas Construction – Windsor A

			   Presenter: Evan Hamilton, Director of Natural Gas Operations, 
			   The Hydaker-Wheatlake Company

Managing physical and mental safety hazards is critical for ensuring job site
safety and efficiency. The Hydaker-Wheatlake Company has developed a unique 
safety pre-job approach that not only addresses physical hazards, but also 
focuses on personal risks, using a detailed, score-based risk assessment and 
mitigation process. 

In this session, Evan Hamilton, Director of Gas Operations at Hydaker-Wheatlake 
Company, will showcase how the company has integrated a Crew Resource 
Management (CRM) developed by NASA and Operational Risk Management 
(ORM) used in aviation, military, and medical fields into their safety protocols to 
create a comprehensive approach to risk management. By combining these two 
methodologies, Hydaker-Wheatlake’s safety process addresses both physical 
and mental risks, offering a well-rounded approach that helps teams in the 
natural gas construction industry operate more safely and effectively. 
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The Journey to 50 in 5 With the Common Ground Alliance - Windsor B

Presenter: Khrysanne Kerr, Vice President of Marketing and Outreach, 
Common Ground Alliance

Improving damage prevention efforts in the U.S. requires a multi-faceted
approach that integrates technology, education, regulation and collaboration 
among stakeholders. A primary challenge facing the industry is preventing 
damage to underground utilities during excavation and construction. This 
session, led by Common Ground Alliance’s Khrysanne Kerr, will explore how 
advanced technologies—such as GPS mapping, ground-penetrating radar 
and predictive analytics—can enhance the accuracy of locating underground 
infrastructure, while also emphasizing the importance of education and training 
programs, as well as public awareness campaigns that equip workers and 
contractors with the knowledge of risks and best practices for safe digging. 
Attendees will also learn how collaborative efforts between utility companies, 
government agencies and private contractors are critical for establishing 
standardized safety procedures within the industry. Discover how these 
combined efforts can strengthen damage prevention, protect vital infrastructure, 
and aid in the industry’s 50 in 5 damage reduction goal to reduce underground 
damages by 50% over the next five years. 

Data-Driven Insights for Enhanced Damage Prevention Management - Windsor C

Presenters: Brian Peters, Chief Product Officer, KorTerra; Jason Poyser, 
Senior Director of Utilities, Metronet

Organizations are increasingly looking to leverage data insights to improve
decision-making, and the damage prevention industry is no exception. With 
vast amounts of data available, identifying recurring patterns can significantly 
impact decisions related to risk, staffing and operational efficiency, ultimately 
helping to reduce damages. In this session, experts from KorTerra and Metronet 
will lead an in-depth discussion on how data can transform management 
practices. Attendees will explore a real-world case study of how Metronet 
effectively utilized data to shape its damage prevention strategy, resulting in 
substantial cost savings and valuable tax deductions. This session will provide 
practical insights and actionable strategies for harnessing the power of data to 
optimize performance and enhance organizational decision-making in damage 
prevention.

Managing a Large-Scale Underground Utility Project With Limited Resources - 
Clifton A/B

Presenter: Kevin Blair, Engineering Supervisor, Columbus City Utilities 

Discover how Columbus City Utilities successfully navigated a complex two-
to-three-year fiber-to-home project that covered 100% of the city and 85% 
of the county. This session will explore how the utility maintained close 
communication with engineering and consulting firms, fostered strong 
relationships with in-state and out-of-state boring companies, and implemented 
efficient practices like white lining to reduce unnecessary markings and save 
valuable time. Join us to discover how a small project team of just three staff 
members successfully kept operations running smoothly on a large-scale 
project. Additionally, attendees will gain insights into how incorporating 
pictures and files into dig ticket requests can streamline the process for both 
utility locators and contractors, enhancing 811 system efficiency and preventing 
unnecessary damages.
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11:10 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.	 Session Block 2 — All Sessions Sponsored by Citizens Energy Group   

Unlocking the Future of Infrastructure: How AI is Revolutionizing Utility
Mapping & the Subsurface Ecosystem - Windsor A

Presenters: Jemmie Wang, Partner, AcretivPartners, LLP; Kaustubh Page, 
Senior Director of Product Management, 4M Analytics

This session will explore the critical need for digital transformation in
subsurface utility mapping and asset management to advance our nation’s 
infrastructure. As infrastructure funding surges and civil engineer shortages 
persist, traditional methods like manual utility record research are increasingly 
inadequate, leading to fragmented and inaccurate data that cause delays, 
cost overruns and create safety risks. This session will delve into why 
accelerating digital transformation is crucial, driven by the complexity of 
subsurface ecosystems and evolving infrastructure demands. Jemmie Wang 
with AcretivPartners, LLP and Kaustubh Page with 4M Analytics will discuss 
real-world examples of how adopting technological innovations and fostering 
stakeholder collaboration can provide a competitive edge, with a focus on how 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) can enhance efficiency, maximize ROI and mitigate risk 
associated with digging near underground utilities. 

The Power of Don’t - Windsor B

Presenter: John Brix, International Safety Speaker 

The human psyche is divided into two parts – the conscious and subconscious
mind — that must work together for true success on the job. In “The Power of 
Don’t,” former police officer and oil and gas industry professional John Brix 
will share his innovative and progressive philosophies about the conscious 
and subconscious mind that can help develop more efficient safety programs, 
increase the learning potential of workers, and cultivate an emotionally 
intelligent culture that is productive and adaptive for all. Participants in this 
session will learn how to foster an “Always Safe” philosophy, manage stress, and 
effectively communicate through tools that lengthen long-term memory recall, 
increase the success of learning, and decrease the time spent on training and 
information delivery.

Damage Prevention Breakthroughs: Real-World Examples Using Collinear 
Fiber-Optic Sensing - Windsor C

Presenter: Geoff Roberts, Advisory Board Member, FiberSense 

The Internet of Things (IoT) has frequently disappointed with its high costs,
significant maintenance requirements and limited insights into underground 
networks. This session will highlight how collinear sensing using existing fiber-
optic networks provides effective solutions to these issues. Fiber-optic sensing 
turns fiber-optic cables into a massive, highly sensitive monitoring array that 
offers real-time situational awareness and actionable intelligence for a variety of 
underground assets. Attendees will gain insights into practical applications of 
fiber-optic sensing and Sensing as a Service, learning from real-world examples 
of how this technology has led to a more than 50% reduction in damage events 
within the first year of deployment. Discover how this innovative approach can 
address persistent challenges and enhance network management.

Cross-Bores: Dangers and Prevention - Clifton A/B
Presenter: Saul Lopez, Vice President of Business Development, Pipe View America

Cross-bores can remain undetected for decades, posing an unknown danger 
to the integrity of utility facilities and potentially leading to serious accidents. 
This session will explore how well-established construction practices can 
prevent these hidden threats and keep projects on track toward achieving the 
50 in 5 damage reduction goal presented by Common Ground Alliance in 2023 
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that aims to reduce underground damages by 50% over the next five years. 
Attendees will gain valuable insights into strategies and techniques that enhance 
safety and prevent cross-bores, ensuring more reliable and secure 
utility installations. 

12:00 – 1:00 p.m.	 Lunch, Sponsored by Miller Pipeline
Hoosier Ballroom

12:30 – 1:45 p.m.		 Featured Speaker, Eric Giguere, Sponsored by CenterPoint Energy
Hoosier Ballroom		
			   The Buried Truth Uncovered

Take advantage of the opportunity to listen to Eric Giguere, a 48-year-old 
former construction worker from Phelps, N.Y., share his story of how he was 
buried alive while working in a trench, which fueled his dedication to advocating 
for workplace safety. Eric Giguere’s powerful story offers invaluable lessons in 
safety and risk management. Drawing from his firsthand experience, Eric has 
become a leading voice in safety education, emphasizing the critical importance 
of damage prevention and safety protocol.

Eric combines gripping personal anecdotes with practical, actionable advice 
that resonates with professionals across the industry. His engaging and 
motivational style ensures that attendees not only hear his message but 
internalize it, leaving them equipped to implement stronger safety measures 
within their own organizations. Eric’s session at the MWDPTC promises to be 
a memorable and impactful experience, inspiring attendees to prioritize safety 
and take proactive steps to prevent accidents before they happen. Once you 
have heard Eric’s story, damage prevention and safety will be more important to 
you than ever before. 

 
2:10 – 3:00 p.m.		 Session Block 3 — All Sessions Sponsored by Citizens Energy Group 

Demystifying the INDOT Utility Coordination Process: Damage Prevention 
Basics - Windsor A

Presenters: Josshé Palm, Utility & Railroad Engineer, Indiana Department 
of Transportation; Daniel McMurtry, Utility Engineer, Indiana Department 
of Transportation

This session will provide utility representatives with an in-depth explanation of
the Indiana Department of Transportation’s (INDOT) utility coordination process, 
covering the roles and responsibilities of a utility coordinator and oversight 
agent, along with common mistakes to avoid when responding to notices. It will 
also address key considerations for utility locating, when to request Subsurface 
Utility Engineering (SUE), and how to work effectively with INDOT on relocation 
adjustments. Attendees will also learn best practices for responding to utility 
notices like Initial Notices and Work Plan Requests, while avoiding common 
work plan errors. By the end, participants will understand how to protect their 
utilities during construction and ensure successful coordination with INDOT for 
project success.

The Importance of Mentoring in Damage Prevention - Windsor B

Presenter: Jeremy Wyatt, Director of Quality and Training, Miller Pipeline

This session will explore the critical role of mentoring in retaining new 
employees within the damage prevention industry. With workforce challenges 
and the upcoming retirement of many long-term employees, a structured 
mentoring program can keep new hires engaged while helping them develop 
a clear career path. It also provides seasoned professionals a way to pass 
on their valuable knowledge and expertise, ensuring that essential skills in 
damage prevention are preserved. Attendees will learn how mentoring fosters 
confidence, builds industry-specific skills, and supports the long-term success 
of their teams and organizations.
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A Comprehensive Look at Private Utility Locates - Windsor C

Presenters: Mike Iadanza, Senior Vice President, Mason Private Locating, LLC; 
Jake Mason, President & Managing Partner, Mason Private Locating, LLC

In this informative session, experts from Mason Private Locating will delve into
the critical distinctions between public and private utility locates, addressing a 
common oversight among project managers who typically rely solely on 811 for 
utility marking. While 811 provides valuable information about public utilities, 
many underground utilities—such as sewer laterals, private power feeds and 
water services—are often unmarked and overlooked.

This session will explore the nuances of underground infrastructure, including 
scenarios involving hospitals, universities and manufacturing facilities, 
highlighting the importance of being aware of utilities you may not even know 
exist. Join the Mason Private Locating team as we discuss the necessity of 
collaborating with both 811 and private utility locating services. You’ll gain 
insights that can enhance project efficiency and ensure the safety and success 
of your next venture. Don’t miss this opportunity to elevate your understanding 
of utility locates!

3:10 – 4:00 p.m.		 Session Block 4 — All Sessions Sponsored by Citizens Energy Group
 

Collaborating to Reduce the Burden of 811 Tickets on Highway Projects - 
Windsor A

Presenters: Kenny Franklin, Senior Project Manager, Parsons Transportation
Group; Aaron Day, Utility & SUE Coordinator, American Structurepoint, Inc.

This session will examine how new and emerging technologies can improve
collaboration for cost-effective and safe construction practices, addressing 
the industry’s ongoing concern of the overburden of 811 tickets. By exploring 
opportunities for utilities and highway project owners to collaborate through 
viable utility investigations and verifications, this session will identify ways to 
reduce ticket demand. Participants will also learn about initiatives in other states 
that are mapping utilities to geospatial coordinates using advanced technologies 
and engineering methods. This interactive session will encourage participant 
engagement and discussion on solutions to these industry-wide challenges.

The Underserved Contractor: We Need Technology, Too - Windsor B

Presenter: Baker Wallace, Vice President, Norfield 

Excavators are at the heart of the 811 notification process, submitting tickets
and operating heavy machinery, while facing significant risks in the field. Many 
excavators lack access to advanced tools that enhance safety and minimize 
costly damages. In this session, Norfield will explore innovative, purpose-
built solutions specifically designed for excavators, showcasing cutting-edge 
technology that streamlines operations and improves safety outcomes. 
Participants will be invited to share their real-world challenges, fostering a 
collaborative dialogue that identifies key issues and explores how tech providers 
like Norfield are stepping up to deliver tailored solutions. Attend this session to 
help shape the future of excavation safety and efficiency, ensuring that every 
excavator is equipped for success.

Why Ask Why? How We Can Prevent Utility Damage Through Root Cause 
Analysis - Windsor C

Presenter: Brent Smith, Business Development Manager, Specialties Company, LLC

This session is designed to enhance your ability to prevent recurring utility
damage incidents by identifying and addressing the fundamental causes of 
failures. Participants will delve into the “5 Why” root cause analysis technique, 
exploring practical examples that uncover underlying issues and provide 
actionable strategies for implementing effective solutions. Whether you work 
in field operations, project management, or safety and health, this presentation 
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will equip you with essential tools to improve incident prevention, and ensure 
the integrity of your operations. Transform your approach to damage prevention 
and foster a culture of continuous improvement within your organization. 

4:30 – 6:00 p.m.	 Door Prize Reception, Sponsored by BOSS811 and
Expo Hall		  Sponsor Recognition, Sponsored by Indiana 811

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 14

8:00 – 11:00 a.m.	 Continued Conference Registration
Hoosier Business 		
Center

8:00 – 8:50 a.m.		 Breakfast
Hoosier Ballroom 

9:00 – 9:50 a.m.	 Session Block 5 — All Sessions Sponsored by Citizens Energy Group 

The Storytelling Brain - Windsor A

Presenter: John Brix, International Safety Speaker

Building on the insights from “The Power of Don’t” session presented by 
John Brix on Wednesday, this session delves into the concept of ‘rumination’—
a thought process that contributes to long-term stress and impacts our overall 
well-being. While “The Power of Don’t” offers participants a new understanding 
of the human brain’s ability to process and analyze information, “The Storytelling 
Brain” focuses on how our thought patterns can perpetuate stress and hinder 
our mental health. Participants will learn how to recognize and confront 
rumination, a common cognitive pattern that leads to prolonged stress. Whether 
or not you participated in John Brix’s Wednesday session, this presentation 
will equip you with practical techniques to interrupt negative thought patterns, 
fostering mental well-being and strengthening emotional resilience for an 
improved quality of life.

Indiana 811 Member Utility Session - Utilizing Exactix - Windsor B

Presenters: Carly Dunsmore, Member Services Specialist, Indiana 811; 
Jill Gast, Director of Operations and Business Intelligence, Indiana 811

This session is tailored specifically for utility companies that own or operate
underground facilities in Indiana and are members of Indiana 811. Attendees will 
gain valuable insights into leveraging the exclusive tools available to members, 
including a walkthrough of how to manually enter positive responses for locate 
requests within the Exactix system. Join us to explore best practices, streamline 
your operations and ensure compliance with state regulations. Whether you’re 
new to Exactix or looking to optimize your processes, this session will provide 
the knowledge and guidance you need to make the most of Indiana 811’s 
member-specific features. 
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502 Equipment
502 Equipment offers a range of exceptional equipment: from GapVax and PipeHunter sewer cleaners 
and hydro excavators to Aries pipeline inspection and rehabilitation equipment. Find the critical tools 
you need for pipe cleaning, pipe rehab and hydro excavation. We distribute durable, high-performing 
brands, including Warthog sewer nozzles and tools. Additionally, we supply a suite of HydraFlex 
products, featuring the powerful Ripsaw nozzle. www.502equipment.com

811 Outdoors
For over 20 years, the goal of 811 Outdoors has been to take the damage prevention message to outdoor 
audiences around the country. “The Direction,” now presented by 811 Outdoors, delivers the 811-before-
you-dig message to millions of television viewers through its various distribution channels, which include 
Pursuit Channel, Discovery Channel, Mossy Oak Go, and many other networks and digital platforms. 811 
Outdoors is the vision of fisherman, landscaper, TV personality, and 811 ambassador extraordinaire, Mark 
Stowe. www.thedirectiontv.com   

AES Indiana
AES Indiana, an AES Company, provides retail electric service to more than 500,000 residential, 
commercial, and industrial customers in Indianapolis, as well as portions of other Central Indiana 
communities surrounding Marion County. During its long history, AES Indiana has supplied its customers 
with some of the lowest-cost, most reliable power in the country. For more information about how AES 
Indiana is accelerating the future of energy, visit www.aesindiana.com.

Badger Infrastructure Solutions
Badger Infrastructure Solutions is the industry leader in non-destructive hydro excavation. The Badger 
way means relentlessly focusing on our customers’ needs by providing tailored solutions that are always 
safe and add value throughout the sales and services delivery process. www.badgerinc.com

Best Equipment Company 
Best Equipment Company is a family-owned and -operated company based out of Indianapolis, Ind. 
Having specialized in environmental equipment solutions since 1917, Best Equipment has a long history 
of providing Indiana, Ohio, Kentucky and now Michigan with environmentally sound, efficient and 
budget-saving solutions. Best Equipment is proud to provide top-notch service and support in the refuse 
and recycling, storm water and sewer, sweeping and litter control, yard waste and turf control, and hydro 
excavation industries. www.bestequipmentco.com

BOSS811
BOSS811 is a leading one call locate ticket management solution for damage prevention, trusted by 
energy, utility and telecom companies across the country. This advanced SaaS platform from BOSS 
Solutions is built on cutting-edge technology and empowers you with business intelligence and analytics 
to efficiently handle 811 tickets, mitigate risk and ensure compliance, backed by premier US-based 
support. Learn more at www.boss811.com.

10:10 – 11:00 a.m. 	 Session Block 6 
Hoosier Ballroom

All-Conference Session on 811 Law Changes You Need to Know About
Presenters: Jeremy Comeau, Assistant General Counsel, Indiana Utility Regulatory
Commission; Steve Allen, Executive Director of Pipeline Safety, Energy Worldnet, 
Inc.; Kurt Youngs, President, Youngs Excavating, Inc.

Earlier this year, the Indiana General Assembly passed, and Governor Holcomb
signed into law, changes to the 811 Law, Indiana Code chapter 8-1-26, that will 
take effect January 1, 2025. This final session of the conference will explore the 
background and rationale behind these changes, and detail their implications for 
industry stakeholders. Participants will gain a comprehensive understanding of 
the new provisions and will be equipped with essential information needed to 
navigate the upcoming changes. Don’t miss this opportunity to stay informed 
about the 811 Dig Law.

2024 MIDWEST DAMAGE PREVENTION TRAINING 
CONFERENCE SPONSORS & EXHIBITORS
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BP Pipelines (North America), Inc.
BP Pipelines (North America) Inc. moves and delivers the energy that helps serve both the Midwest 
and Pacific Northwest regions. BP Pipelines (NA) manages more than 3,200 miles of pipelines. It also 
has ownership stake in close to 1,500 miles of additional pipelines. The business currently maintains 70 
above-ground storage tanks with a combined capacity of about 5.3 million barrels. For more information, 
please contact us at bbp.com.

Buckeye Partners 
The Buckeye Pipeline Company was organized to transport oil from fields near Lima, Ohio, to standard 
refineries. We transport, store, and process/market liquid petroleum products. www.buckeye.com

C&S Solutions
With over 25 years of experience in selling, training and service in the utility locating inspection cameras 
industry, C&S Solutions is your full-service distributor. We are your partner in knowing what’s in the 
ground before you dig. www.locatorguys.com

CASE Construction, Inc.
CASE Construction, Inc. is a full-service site development construction company providing site 
excavation, building and site concrete, and asphalt paving service for central and southern Indiana. 
We specialize in the repair of sidewalk and roadway paving disturbed by the installation and repairs of 
underground utilities. www.caseconstruction.com

CenterPoint Energy
CenterPoint Energy, Inc., headquartered in Houston, Texas, is a domestic energy delivery company that 
includes electric transmission and distribution, natural gas distribution and energy services operations. 
With more than 8,900 employees, CenterPoint Energy and its predecessor companies have been in 
business for more than 140 years. www.centerpointenergy.com

Cirkul 
What is Cirkul? Cirkul’s innovative bottle allows you to flavor your water sip by sip. Go from drinking 
plain water, to drinking your new favorite beverage, and back to drinking plain water with a turn of the 
flavor dial. Zero calories, no sugar, delicious hydration. www.drinkcirkul.com

Citizens Energy Group
In 1887, Indianapolis civic leaders came up with the idea of operating a natural gas company as a 
Public Charitable Trust, solely for the benefit of customers and the community. Today, this Trust lives 
on as Citizens Energy Group, a broad-based utility service company, providing natural gas, thermal 
energy, water, and wastewater services to about 900,000 people and thousands of businesses in the 
Indianapolis area. At Citizens, our vision is to enhance the well-being of our customers, communities, and 
employees by providing unparalleled service now and for generations to come. 
www.citizensenergygroup.com

Countrymark Refining and Logistics, LLC
Countrymark is an American-owned oil exploration, production, refining and marketing company. The 
company’s oil exploration and production efforts are located in Indiana, Illinois, Kansas and Texas. The 
company refinery is located in southwestern Indiana, and a 238-mile private pipeline carries finished fuels 
economically and safely from the refinery to privately owned fuel terminals located along the pipeline 
route. From these terminals, local cooperatives load Countrymark proprietary fuels that are delivered to 
farms, fleets and families in Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Ohio and Kentucky. www.countrymark.com

Duke Energy Indiana
Duke Energy Indiana, a subsidiary of Duke Energy, provides about 6,800 megawatts of owned electric 
capacity to approximately 900,000 customers in a 23,000-square-mile service area, making it Indiana’s 
largest electric supplier. www.duke-energy.com 

Eckart Supply 
Eckart Supply is a full-service distributor of electrical, lighting, plumbing, HVAC and data communication 
products. We are also a premier supplier of Milwaukee Tools. With 19 locations stretching from Indiana to 
Atlanta and beyond, Eckart has you covered! www.eckart.com 
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FlagShooter 
The FlagShooter is a flag insertion tool that was developed to bring safety and efficiency to the damage 
prevention industry. The FlagShooter has simplified this task by allowing an operator to spray paint at 
the squeeze of the trigger and to install a flag with one easy motion. FlagShooter is your one source for 
all of your locating supply needs. www.flagshooter.com

Fluid Waste Services, Inc.
For 35 years, Fluid Waste Services has worked to set the standard for professionalism, quality, and 
integrity in the utility maintenance industry. FWS is a women-owned business with a field crew of 
experts who combine over 350 years of experience in our industry. FWS specializes in hydro excavation, 
jet/vac pipeline cleaning, CCTV, and a number of other services. www.fluidwaste.com

Fusion Safety 
Fusion Safety provides OSHA compliance services.  These services include written procedures and 
programs, OSHA training, site and facility audits, EHS management for companies of all sizes, confined 
space standby/rescue teams and air monitoring. www.fusionsafetysolutions.com

GPRS 
GPRS strives for 100% subsurface damage prevention, boasting a 99.8% accuracy rate nationwide. Our 
500+ project managers employ the Subsurface Investigation Methodology (SIM) for utility mapping, 
concrete scanning, sewer camera inspection, and 3D laser scanning, ensuring consistent, high-quality 
results. www.gp-radar.com

Graycor 
2021 marked Graycor’s 100th year in business. “Building Something More” since its foundation in 1921, 
Graycor has been on an interesting and inspiring journey, adapting to stand the test of time. Guided by 
its core values, Graycor offers its clients a best-in-class construction experience from coast to coast. 
www.graycor.com

GridHawk, LLC 
GridHawk is the premier provider for utility services, specializing in facilitfy location, advanced locating, 
and watch and protest. At GridHawk, LLC, it is our mission to provide the highest quality service, 
while developing meaningful relationships with our clients to ensure the safety of the surrounding 
communities we serve to protect. Above and beyond! www.gridhawk.com

Groebner 
At Groebner, we sell, stock, and advise on natural gas distribution products from the pipeline to the 
meter. We are a certified women-owned business through WBENC and collaborate with utilities and 
contractors to enhance their project’s success. We also support customers with team training and 
equipment maintenance services. Groebner, operates warehouses in Minnesota, Illinois, Kansas, and 
Texas. For more information, visit www.groebner.com.

GroundBreakers, LLC
GroundBreakers, LLC is a trusted woman and veteran-owned utility service company headquartered 
in Indianapolis, Indiana. Our primary services are hydro-excavation, jetting, and CCTV pipe inspection 
within IN/KY/OH/IL. With over 20 years of experience, we proudly complete projects utilizing top-
of-the-line equipment and deploying extensively trained operators. Our dedication to excellence and 
innovation allows us to provide safe, accurate, and cost-effective solutions across diverse industries. 
www.groundbreakersllc.com

HAWK Documentation
HAWK Documentation: Revolutionizing industrial imaging with clarity and efficiency. Our easy-to-use, 
cloud-based documentation and analytics technology seamlessly integrates into existing processes, 
protecting your company and saving valuable time and resources. Capture superior documentation 
faster, streamline workflows, and increase overall productivity and safety. Hawk empowers your team to 
deliver better results with long-term online storage for easy access and sharing. www.hawkdocs.com
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High Star Traffic 
High Star Traffic empowers community leaders with dependable traffic safety services. Our roots 
stem from the merger of four family businesses, pooling nearly a century of expertise. As a committed 
partner, we collaborate closely with city governments to prioritize safety and efficiency in urban traffic 
management, ensuring neighborhoods are safeguarded efficiently. www.highstartraffic.com

Indiana LTAP 
The Indiana Local Technical Assistance Program (LTAP) helps street departments, highway departments 
and local elected officials to better meet the needs of the public by acting as a resource for training, 
technical assistance and technology transfer. Our reach extends throughout Indiana and across the 
nation. Indiana LTAP is also a part of a nationwide system of technology transfer centers, established 
by the Federal Highway Administration, that is designed to improve transportation department 
performance. www.purdue.edu/INLTAP

Indiana Michigan Power
Indiana Michigan Power (I&M), an electric utility company based in Fort Wayne, Ind., is one of seven 
operation companies that make up parent company American Electric Power (AEP) and its 11-state 
service territory. I&M serves approximately 587,000 residential, commercial and industrial customers, 
with 2,400 employees reporting out of four operating districts across northeast Indiana and southwest 
Michigan: Fort Wayne, Muncie, South Bend, Ind., and Benton Harbor, Mich. www.aep.com

Indiana Natural Gas
Indiana Natural Gas is the local gas company for many communities in Southern Indiana, with offices in 
Paoli and Nashville. We are proud to provide natural gas service in French Lick, West Baden Springs and 
many other great towns in our service territories. www.indiananatural.com

Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission (IURC)
The Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission (IURC) is a fact-finding body that hears evidence in cases 
filed before it and makes decisions based on the evidence presented in those cases. An advocate of 
neither the public nor the utilities, the IURC is required by state statute to make decisions that balance 
the interests of all parties to ensure the utilities provide adequate and reliable service at reasonable 
prices. In.gov/iurc

Irth
Irth’s market-leading SaaS platform improves resilience and reduces risk in the sustainable delivery of 
essential services that millions of people and businesses rely on daily. Powered by business intelligence, 
analytics and geospatial data, our platform helps deliver the 360-degree situational awareness needed 
to proactively mitigate and manage risk of critical network infrastructure in a changing environment. 
www.irthsolutions.com

JDC 
With over 50 years in the sale of service parts and retail business, JDC (formerly Jack Doheny Company) 
has expanded to provide sewer, industrial, underground and electric utility solutions to municipalities and 
customers from coast to coast across 16 locations in the United States and Canada. www.teamjdc.com

JM Test Systems 
JM Test Systems is dedicated to delivering the highest quality of electrical safety, test equipment, 
calibration, tool repair, test benches, and trailers. We have been committed to the highest accuracy, 
reliability, quality, and service for over 40 years. www.jmtest.com

KorTerra 
KorTerra is the leading provider of damage prevention software, protecting billions of dollars in 
underground infrastructure. For over 30 years, stakeholders in gas distribution, pipeline operation, 
telecommunications, electric distribution, contract locating, and local and state governments have 
trusted KorTerra to provide a reliable and powerful technology platform that enables efficiency and 
actionable insights for our clients, backed by expert, highly responsive support. www.korterra.com
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MacAllister Machinery
MacAllister Hydrovac has your hydrovac equipment rental needs covered. If your job needs it, we’ve got 
it. Big or small we have it all, to cover any hydrovac application. Make MacAllister Hydrovac your partner 
for all of your hydrovac equipment rental needs in Indiana and Michigan. With 13 locations in the two 
states, no one has you covered like MacAllister Hydrovac. www.macallisterhydrovac.com

Marathon Pipe Line, LLC
Marathon Pipe Line, LLC (MPL) operates underground pipelines that transport crude oil, petroleum 
products and natural gas to and from terminals, refineries and other pipelines across the nation. 
Movement of these liquids and gas through pipelines is the safest method of transporting energy. MPL is 
committed to building and maintaining strong relationships with all of our stakeholders. 
www.marathonpipeline.com 

Mason Private Locating, LLC 
Many underground facilities are not marked by the 811 system. The Mason Private Locating team 
prides itself with quality, timely and safe locates so that you can keep your crews and the public 
unharmed from any hidden dangers. For over 24 years, the Mason team has continued to innovate and 
professionalize the private locating industry by developing training, safety, and operational standards 
that drive the industry today. www.teammpl.com

Metronet 
Metronet, the country’s largest and fastest growing privately owned fiber-to-the-home company, is 
PCMag’s “Fastest Major ISP” for 2023 and 2024. Metronet provides multi-gigabit internet service to 
homes and businesses in cities like Colorado Springs, Des Moines, Indianapolis, Lexington, Norfolk, 
Tallahassee and more than 300 other communities across 19 states. More information on the Evansville, 
Ind.-based company can be found at www.metronet.com.

Midwestern Engineers, Inc.
Established in 1959, Midwestern Engineers, Inc. is a multi-discipline civil engineering and consulting firm 
with full-service offices in Loogootee, Santa Claus, and Indianapolis. With core competencies in the 
water, wastewater, stormwater and electrical/mechanical disciplines, we routinely assist municipalities 
and regional utilities across the Hoosier State.  www.midwesterneng.com

Midwest Natural Gas
Midwest Natural Gas is the local gas company for many communities in southern Indiana, including 
Scottsburg and Bloomfield where we have regional offices. We are headquartered in Washington, Ind. 
www.midwestnaturalgas.com

Miller Pipeline
Miller Pipeline has been a leader in sustainably maintaining and building America’s infrastructure since 
1953, and provides a comprehensive range of pipeline contracting and rehabilitation services for natural 
gas, electric, liquids, water and wastewater pipelines. www.millerpipeline.com

Milwaukee Tool 
Milwaukee Tool leads the industry in developing innovative solutions that deliver increased productivity 
and unmatched durability for professional construction users. Whether it is through our world-leading 
M12™ and M18™ cordless systems, the ground-breaking performance of our products, job site lighting, 
time-saving accessories, or innovative hand tool and storage products, we are dedicated to delivering a 
continuous flow of advanced, trade-specific solutions. www.milwaukeetool.com

NIPSCO 
Northern Indiana Public Service Company LLC (NIPSCO), with headquarters in Merrillville, Ind., has 
proudly served the energy needs of northern Indiana for more than 100 years. As Indiana’s largest 
natural gas distribution company and the second-largest electric distribution company, NIPSCO serves 
approximately 859,000 natural gas and 483,000 electric customers across 32 counties. NIPSCO is part 
of NiSource’s (NYSE: NI) six regulated utility companies. NiSource is one of the largest fully regulated 
utility companies in the United States, serving approximately 3.7 million natural gas and electric 
customers through its local Columbia Gas and NIPSCO brands. More information about NIPSCO and 
NiSource is available at NIPSCO.com and NiSource.com.
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Norfield 
Norfield is a U.S.-based software and technology provider that has delivered innovative solutions for the 
damage prevention industry for more than 40 years. Our deep industry experience and commitment to 
technological advancement continues to keep Norfield at the forefront of the industry. Norfield software 
processes over 70 million notification requests annually. Most importantly, Norfield has the longest 
industry track record of keeping people safe. www.norfielddp.com

Northern Lights Locating and Inspection, Inc.
Northern Lights Locating and Inspection, Inc. specializes in cross-bore prevention, public and 
private locating. We also provide gas leak and fault detection, hydro vacuum services and watchdog 
applications. www.nllocating.com

Ohio Valley Gas Corp.
Ohio Valley Gas Corp. was established in 1943 in Tell City, Ind., and has grown, via several acquisitions 
of existing utilities and numerous pipeline extensions, to serve 29,000 customers across 17 counties 
in Indiana and Ohio with both distribution and transmission gas systems. Ohio Valley Gas Corp. is an 
investor-owned public utility. www.ovgc.com

On The Spot Utility Resources, LLC
On The Spot proudly operates as a leading Women Business Enterprise in the utility locating industry. 
Our team’s combined experience positions us as one of the leaders in damage prevention in the 
Midwest. Through our locating services, we’re committed to protecting infrastructure and assets. Our 
work across industries has helped cities transform skylines and entrepreneurs break ground on future-
shaping business ventures. www.otsutilities.com

Paradigm
Paradigm is the most trusted compliance service provider by the pipeline industry for over 20 years. 
With public safety as our foundation, we coordinate with pipeline operators, damage prevention 
specialists, emergency officials and excavators all over the nation to ensure that all parties are well-
informed and prepared for any situation. With a wide range of compliance services, Paradigm is the best 
equipped for your regulatory needs. www.pdigm.com

Pipe View America 
Pipe View America ensures safe trenchless excavations and damage-free utility installations nationwide.  
We scope/televise pipes to determine pipe condition, eliminate cross-bores, locate and mark sewer and 
gas lines ahead of trenchless construction, and assure quality post-construction. Supporting services 
include vacuum excavation, sewer and manhole scanning/televising and cleaning/jetting, and NASSCO 
certified electronic condition reports with GPS data on GIS format. www.pipeviewamerica.com 

Plastic Pipe Technologies, LLC 
Plastic Pipe Technologies offers expert-led HDPE consulting, training and tech services designed for 
professionals and companies in the utility, industrial, and energy sectors. The comprehensive program 
covers the fundamentals of HDPE, including installation, fusion techniques, and best practices for safe 
and efficient use. Equip your team with the skills needed to implement HDPE solutions, or let our techs 
do the fusing! www.plasticpipetechnologies.com

Portwest
Portwest has 120 years of experience with producing the world’s most trusted workwear. We are 
dedicated to making top quality safety garments, hand and foot protection, and PPE. Our Kentucky 
warehouse has served customers in the U.S. for over 10 years. www.portwest.com
 
Protection Plus, Inc. 
Protection Plus, Inc. is a woman-owned security company in Indianapolis that has been locally owned 
and operated since 1988. From the start, our vision has been to deliver customized, reliable, and 
professional security to our clients. We use our diverse trained staff of unarmed and armed civilians, 
along with off-duty certified Indiana law enforcement officers to meet your needs. 
www.protectionplus.net 
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Rust-Oleum
Rust-Oleum offers value-added products for the utility locate and damage prevention Industries. “Go 
The Distance” with Rust-Oleum’s Industrial Choice Precision Line Marking Paint. www.rustoleum.com

SAMCO Utility/Private Locating
SAMCO is celebrating 35 years of business in 2024. SAMCO specializes in providing public and private 
underground utility location along with sewer lateral CCTV and inspection services in the greater Central 
Indiana area. We pride ourselves in damage prevention by providing accurate and on-time locates for all 
our customers. www.samcoprivatelocates.com

Stake Center Locating 
Stake Center Locating is a utility locating powerhouse with extensive resources and decades of 
experience. www.stakecenter.com

State Safety & Compliance
Full line distributor of safety equipment. www.statesafety.com

Sycamore Gas
Sycamore Gas and its predecessors have proudly served Southeastern Indiana since 1868. As the region 
has grown, Sycamore Gas has grown with it. The company serves approximately 6,500 customers 
through its gas system and approximately 2,500 more customers through its connection to the City of 
Aurora’s gas system. Sycamore Gas is owned by Hope Utilities. www.sycamoregas.com

Triple J Utility Services 
Based in New Castle, Ind., we are a contractor that provides customer fuel line, welder, and plastic 
tapping and stopping services to natural gas distribution companies and their contractors throughout 
Indiana. Our personnel are fully OQ qualified. Our plastic tapping process utilizes Mueller plastic tapping 
and stopping equipment for all plastic piping 4” to 8”. www.triplejutilityservices.com

US Hydrovac, Inc.
US Hydrovac, Inc. is a trusted and innovative provider of comprehensive underground utility and 
pipeline services. Our mission is to ensure the safety, integrity, and efficiency of critical infrastructure for 
our valued clients. With a team of industry specialists, state-of-the-art equipment, and a commitment to 
excellence, US Hydrovac, Inc. has earned a reputation for delivering exceptional services. 
www.ushydrovac.com

USIC
USIC is North America’s leader in underground utility damage prevention, performing over 80 million 
utility locates each year throughout the U.S. and in Canada. Additionally, the company provides a range 
of advanced utility services and solutions. With an unwavering commitment to safety, quality, and 
efficiency, USIC is dedicated to protecting infrastructure and communities and providing unmatched 
value for its customers. www.usicllc.com

Utility Supply & Construction 
The Hydaker-Wheatlake Company is dedicated to the construction and maintenance of utility 
infrastructure. We pride ourselves in turnkey construction execution, with the capability to design, 
procure material, and build the systems our customers want. www.uscco.com

Utilocate
Utilocate is a complete 811/one call ticket management software that includes auto-emailing, auto-
faxing, positive response, office clears, full documentation, sketching, map corrections, image 
management, integrated text notification system, AI suggestions, mapping and an integrated app for 
mobile users. We continue to develop Utilocate and improve the user experience so that you can record 
locates and manage them with ease. www.utilocate.com

Verizon 
Verizon powers and empowers how its millions of customers live, work and play, delivering on their 
demand for mobility, reliable network connectivity and security. www.verizon.net

16



Vermeer Midwest
Vermeer Midwest is a leading provider of Vermeer Utility, Environmental, and Recycling + Forestry 
equipment across Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, and Missouri. The company offers a wide range of new 
and used equipment, parts, and is dedicated to customer service. With 12 locations, Vermeer Midwest 
ensures accessibility and support while keeping the customer experience at the forefront of their 
business. www.vermeermidwest.com

Visual Marking Systems, Inc. (VMS)
Design. Print. Install. Transform your brand with VMS Graphics! Since 1962, Visual Marking Systems 
(VMS) has been a trusted leader in custom graphics and branding solutions. VMS specializes in 
producing high-quality custom vehicle wraps for corporate fleets and commercial vehicles, product 
identification decals for industrial equipment, promotional signs and banners, and decorated apparel for 
businesses looking to make their brand stand out against the competition. www.vmsinc.com

Vivax-Metrotech Corp. 
Vivax-Metrotech develops and manufactures products for buried utility locating, fiber-optic cable 
locating, ferrous metal detection, coating analysis and performing ACVG surveys on cathodic protected 
pipes, finding sheath to ground faults on cables, inspecting the interior of pipes and ducts, and mapping 
of buried utilities. www.vivax-metrotech.com

Vulcan Utility Signs 
At Vulcan Utility Signs, our team understands the energy and utility industries and what is needed to 
help you “Mark it to Protect it.” As a manufacturer of damage prevention products, we are focused on 
keeping your assets protected and most importantly keeping people safe. Come by and let us show you 
some of our products we have to offer. www.vulcanutilitysigns.com 

Waller’s, Inc. 
Waller’s, Inc. has been a ‘family owned and operated’ wholesale distributor for Ford Meter Box, Kennedy 
and M&H Valves, ADS, Sigma, Tyler Union, Cresline and other top-line manufacturers of water and 
wastewater supplies for over 40 years. We use stock professional-grade tools and offer experienced 
advice on a wide range of residential drainage projects. We serve southern Indiana and several counties 
in Kentucky. Main: 812-265-3565, Toll Free: 888-485-7018. www.wallersmeterinc.com

Watchmen Protective Services 
Watchmen Protective Services LLC specializes in comprehensive traffic management and security 
services. Our expert team designs and implements effective traffic control systems while providing 
top-notch security for events, construction sites, and public spaces. We prioritize safety and efficiency, 
utilizing advanced technology and high-quality equipment to ensure smooth operations. Committed to 
excellence, we delivered tailored solutions that meet our clients’ unique needs. 
www.watchmenprotective.org 

Wessler Engineering 
We are water resource experts committed to helping leaders make sure their water is safe, managed 
and future-proof. Wessler Engineering is a civil and environmental engineering firm specializing in 
wastewater, drinking water and stormwater projects, providing services ranging from master planning 
and design to construction administration and asset management plans. Founded in 1975 and based in 
Indianapolis, Ind., we have offices in Carmel, Evansville, Hobart, Fort Wayne, and West Lafayette, Ind. 
and Bluffton, Ohio. www.wesslerengineering.com
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MANY THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS

A NiSource Company

CLAY PIGEON SPONSOR

SCHOLARSHIP SPONSOR

HORSEBACK RIDING SPONSOR

APP SPONSOR

SILVER SPONSORS

Utility Line Locating

GOLF SPONSOR

PLATINUM SPONSOR

FEATURED SPEAKER SPONSOR

WELCOME RECEPTION SPONSOR

GOLD SPONSORS

DOOR PRIZE RECEPTION SPONSOR OPENING BREAKFAST SPONSOR WEDNESDAY LUNCH SPONSOR

Health and Safety

KEYNOTE SPEAKER SPONSOR

ATTENDEE MATERIALS SPONSOR

AUDIOVISUAL SPONSOR TRAINING SESSIONS SPONSOR REGISTRATION SCREEN SPONSOR


